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Under the Tsarist regime there were three types of schools for the
non-Bussians of Mohammedan belief—the confessional school, the
general State school, and the Russian native school. The last was of
the Uminsky type, which attempted to liberalise native education.
The second gave education in the Russian language, and was an
attempt to Russianise the natives. The confessional or Mohammedan
religious schools were in a deplorable condition. They were known as
mekhtebs, or medresseh, and were financed by country aduls. The
teachers were the mullahs, imams, or ishahni, all priests of some kind.
The Arab alphabet was the entire educational apparatus. The syllabus
was religion, and the methods were mechanical learning by heart and
corporal punishment. These mekhtebs were the instruments not only
of spiritual torture; physically, too, they tortured the children of the
semi-starved poor, who knew of no other schools to which they could
send their children. In any case the better conducted schools were
reserved for the well-to-do. Parents who handed their children over
to the mullah agreed to the tradition as stated by him—" That part
of the body which is beaten will not burn in hell.'* When handing
over the child to the mullah the father repeated, " The flesh for you,
the bones for me." The mullah or imam did not scruple to use his right
over the boy. In the Kazak Mekhteb of the Hadjah the punishment
for not knowing a lesson or for inattention was often the following.
The wrongdoer was placed on the back of another boy with his arms
round the boy's neck, while his legs were held firmly by the boy.
While thus firmly fixed the mullah beat him with a whip or thong.
In a Tatar mekhteb or medresseh, for similar crimes or for not saying
prayers five times a day a plaited leather thong was used. The offender
removed his outer garments, and, clad in a vest only, had to lie flat
on the floor and count the number of strokes he was to receive. Those
children whose parents were in a position to send the mullah frequent
gifts were found not to require much punishment. The mental torture
must have been nearly as great as the physical. Learning began with
" The Articles of Faith," a short book of the laws of Allah and His
Prophet, the principles of belief in them, in fate, and in life after
death. AH this had to be learnt by heart in the Arabic language, of
which the children of the minorities knew not a word. For every
chapter learnt the father had to send a present to the mullah. There
were no fees paid to these schools. If the present were not forthcoming,
the boy was found inattentive or guilty of some equally heinous crime.
The schools of the other language groups, the Mongolian, the Japhetic,
and the Iranian, were run on similar lines. The Communist declaration
which abolished religion from the schools sounded the death-knell of

